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Registering for VAT 
 

Each Area and Group is a separate organisation for VAT registration purposes. Currently no Area 
or Group exceeds the registration level (£70,000 for 11/12) on ‘VATable’ activities, which include: 
 

 the sale of publications 
 

 the sale of memorabilia (badges, t-shirts etc) 
 

 the sale of advertising in newsletters, publications etc  
 
Therefore, no VAT should be charged on sales, and no VAT can be recovered on purchases.  
 
If you think your Area/Group may exceed the threshold, please let us know. 

 
VAT on printing 
 

If you pay a printing company for your walks programmes, newsletters or annual report to be 
printed, you should not usually be charged VAT as these items are zero-rated. Printers should be 
aware of this, but may need reminding! Full details on the zero-rating of certain printed items is 
contained in HMRC notice 701/10, available at www.hmrc.gov.uk. The relevant sections are 3.1 
to 3.4. 

 
Purchase of advertising 
 

If you wish to place adverts to promote your Area/Group or an upcoming event in a newspaper, 
magazine or on badges, T-shirts etc you should not be charged VAT as this activity is zero-rated. 
When purchasing adverts you should inform the supplier that you are a registered charity and 
that you wish them to “zero rate” their sale to you. The supplier may request written confirmation 
that you are a registered charity. A letter on your standard letterhead, including the Ramblers 
charity registration details should suffice.  

 
Advertising sales 
 

Adverts which are relevant to the Ramblers’ charitable objectives may be placed in Area or Group 
walks programmes, on websites etc in order to generate income. Such adverts would include 
those placed by tourist bodies and adverts for walking gear, holiday companies etc which 
promote walking. The business of selling adverts to organisations which aren’t linked to the 
Ramblers’ objectives, such as adverts for local printers and builders are not allowable due to 
adverse tax implications. 

 
Memorabilia sales 
 

This includes sales of T-shirts, badges, key rings etc. These sales may be considered as ‘trading’ 
for tax purposes if conducted in a “regular and business-like way”. There is an overall limit on the 
amount of income the Ramblers can generate from trading activities before becoming liable to 
tax, therefore Areas and Groups should keep memorabilia sales at a low level.

http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/
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Fundraising events 
  
Charities enjoy a special exemption from both corporation tax and VAT for fundraising events 
providing the following conditions are met:  
 

 The event must be clearly organised and promoted primarily to raise money for the benefit of 
the charity. Social events which incidentally make a profit do not fall within the exemption. 
People attending or participating in the event must be aware of its primary fund-raising 
purpose.  

 

 The event must be a discrete event and not a continuous activity. An event should not 
normally last longer than 1 day. Holidays are specifically excluded. 

 

 The event must not occur more than 15 times a year in the same location. The 15 event limit 
does not apply to fund-raising events where the gross takings from all similar events are no 
more than £1,000 per week. However such activities carried out more than once or twice a 
week are likely to be considered trading activities and not eligible for exemption.  

 
As long as the events fulfil these conditions and generate a surplus, Areas and Groups may 
undertake them without any adverse tax implications. 

 
Gift Aid 
 
Areas and Groups which receive a significant amount of income in donations from individuals 
may wish to claim Gift Aid from the HMRC on these donations, which increases their value by 
28% (reduced to 25% from April 2011). Certain criteria must be fulfilled to do this and claims 
need to be submitted via Ramblers central office. Please contact the central office Finance team 
for more information. 
 
 
Contact the Finance team: areagroupfinance@ramblers.org.uk 
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